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ABSTRACT
 The two goblin spider genera (family Oonopidae), Pelicinus Simon, 1892 and Xyphinus 
Simon, 1893, are recorded for the first time in Sri Lanka. The two representative species P. marmoratus 
Simon, 1892 and X. baehrae Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014 are described and illustrated based on 
material from Sri Lanka.
Keywords: Oonopidae, Pelicinus, Xyphinus, Sri Lanka, Biodiversity

INTRODUCTION
 Goblin spiders of the Family Oonopidae Simon, 1890 are a common component of the 
leaf litter dwelling biodiversity of tropical forests. Oonopidae is currently consisting of 1645 
described species placed in 113 genera (World Spider Catalog, 2016). Currently, eight genera of 
goblin spiders have been reported in Sri Lanka: Aprusia Simon, 1893 (Grismado et al., 2011), 
Brignolia Dumitrescu & Georgescu, 1983 (Platnick et al., 2011; Ranasinghe & Benjamin, 
2016a), Camptoscaphiella Caporiacco, 1934 (Baehr & Ubick, 2010), Gamasomorpha Karsch, 
1881 (Eichenberger et al., 2012), Ischnothyreus Simon, 1893 (Kranz-Baltensperger, 2011), 
Opopaea Simon, 1892 (Platnick & Dupérré, 2009), Orchestina Simon, 1882 (Dalmas, 1916; 
Henrard & Jocqué, 2012) and Xestaspis Simon, 1884 (Eichenberger et al., 2012, Ranasinghe 
& Benjamin, 2016b). Here, we report two new genera in addition to the known eight genera 
mentioned above extending diversity of the family in the country.

MATERIAL AND METHODS
 Specimens were collected by sifting litter and leaving the residue overnight in a 
Winkler extractor or by hand sorting the residue. The collected specimens were examined using 
an Olympus SZX7 stereomicroscope. Specimens were preserved in 70% ethanol. Preserved 
specimens were identified using recently published studies (Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014; Ott & 
Harvey, 2008; Platnick et al., 2012; Tong & Li, 2014). Specimen examination: Male palps were 
dissected and immersed in Kaiser’s glycerol gelatin (Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany), slide 
mounted, observed and illustrated with the aid of an Olympus BX51 compound microscope 
attached with a drawing tube. The female epigastric region was dissected and digested in a 
pancreatin solution (Álvarez-Padilla & Hormiga, 2008) for about 3–7 days. Slide mounted 
and illustrated. Digital images of the specimens were taken with a Leica MC170 HD camera 
mounted on a Leica M205C stereomicroscope using the software package Leica Application 
Suite, LAS version 4.6.2 (Leica Microsystems Limited, Switzerland). All measurements are 
given in millimeters. Non-type specimens are deposited in the NIFS.
Abbreviations: ALE, anterior lateral eyes; L, length; NIFS, National Institute of Fundamental 
Studies, Kandy, Sri Lanka; PLE, posterior lateral eyes; PME, posterior median eyes; W, width.



TAXONOMY
Pelicinus Simon, 1892

Pelicinus marmoratus Simon, 1892
(Figures 1–3)

Pelicinus marmoratus Simon, 1892c: 559, pl. 42, fig. 4.
Philesius marmoratus Simon, 1893: 303.
Myrmopopaea jacobsoni Reimoser, 1933: 397, figs. 1–3.
Gamasomorpha minima Berland, 1942: 5, fig. 1a.
Hytanis pusilla Bryant, 1942: 326, figs. 13–14.
Scaphiella ula Suman, 1965: 230, figs. 15–20.
Triaeris reticulatus Chickering, 1968: 354, figs. 6–13.
Triaeris pusillus Chickering, 1973: 228.
Silhouettella mahei Benoit, 1979: 205, fig. 6a.
Traieris reticulata Brignoli, 1983: 193.
Gamasomorpha gracilipes Wunderlich, 1987: 65, figs. 37–39.
Pelicinus mahei Saaristo, 2001: 321, figs. 40a–b, 41–46.
Pelicinus mahei Saaristo, 2010: 142, figs. 22.40–46.
Pelicinus marmoratus Platnick et al., 2012: 18, figs. 1–60, 121–144.

Type material: Natural History Museum, London, England. Not examined.

Material examined: 1♂ (IFS_Oon_016), Sri Lanka, North Western Province, Puttalam District, 
Wanathavilluwa, 08º10’15”N, 79º52’30”E, 30m, 19 July 2010, leg. N. Athukorala, litter. 1♀ 
(IFS_Oon_017), same locality data.

Diagnosis: This species can be recognized by the weak scuta on the abdomen (Figure 1F), 
males with sail- shaped flange with embolus (Figure 3A) and female with a rounded posterior 
receptaculum followed anteriorly by a poreplate (Figure 3B, see Platnick et al., 2012).

Description: Male. Body length: 1.72 (Carapace, L: 0.72, W: 0.54. Abdomen, L: 1.00, W: 0.56). 
Coloration: carapace usually orange-yellow, sternum and mouthparts orange, abdominal scuta 
orange-yellow, abdominal inter scutal region white and covered with setae, legs pale orange, 
palps pale orange (Figure 1). Carapace broadly oval in dorsal view (Figure 1A), slightly elevated 
in lateral view (Figure 1B), surface and sides finely reticulate, lateral margin without denticles 
(Figures 1A, B). Clypeus: slightly rebordered, straight in front view. Chelicerae: straight, 
anterior face unmodified (Figure 1D). Eyes: six, well developed (Figure 1D), PME largest, 
all oval, ALE separate from edge of carapace by their radius or more, ALE separated by more 
than their diameter, ALE-PLE separated by less than ALE radius, PME touching throughout 
most of their length, PLE-PME separated by less than PME radius. Sternum: longer than 
wide, radial furrows in between coxae absent, surface smooth (Figure 1C). Abdomen: ovoid, 
with dark patches visible through dorsal scutum (Figure 1F), cover full length of abdomen, 
no soft tissue visible from above (Figure 1F). Booklung covers large, ovoid (Figure 1G). 
Postepigastric scutum long, rectangular, fused to epigastric scutum, without posteriorly 
directed lateral apodemes (Figure 1G). Posterior spiracles connected by groove (Figure 1G). 
Spinnerets scutum present as incomplete ring. Legs: spineless. Sperm pore: large, situated at 
level of anterior spiracular groove (Figure 1G).
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Genitalia: Male palp of normal size, not strongly sclerotized, right and left palps symmetrical, 
trochanter normal size, unmodified, femur two or more times as long as trochanter, patella 
shorter than femur, tibia with three trichobothria. Cymbium yellow, narrow in dorsal view, not 
fused with bulb, bulb yellowish, 1 to 1.5 times as long as cymbium, stout, tapering apically, 
embolus, bears a sail-shaped expansion bordered proximally by a channel-shaped excavation, 
with basal projection (Figure 3A).

Figure 1 Pelicinus marmoratus Simon, 1892. Male from Puttalam, Wanathavilluwa.
A. Carapace, dorsal view; B. same, lateral view, C. same, ventral view; D. Same, anterior  view;
E. same, posterior view; F. Abdomen, dorsal view; G. same, ventral view; H. same, lateral view.
Scale bars = 0.2 mm (A–H)
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Female. Body length: 1.88 (Carapace, L: 0.72, W: 0.60. Abdomen, L: 1.16, W: 0.72). Somatic 
morphology as male except as noted. Sternum wider than long. Postepigastric scutum short, 
almost rectangular, covering about half of abdominal length (Figures 2A–B). Posterior 
receptaculum wide, bordered anteriorly by wide poreplate (Figure 3B).

Figure 2 Pelicinus marmoratus Simon, 1892. Female from Puttalam, Wanathavilluwa.
A. habitus, dorsal view; B. same, ventral view. Scale bars = 0.5 mm (A–B)

Distribution: Previous records: Brazil, Indonesia, Kenya, Kiribati, Marshall island, Saint 
Vincent, Seychelles, Spain, Tonga, Turks and Caicos Island, USA and Virgin Island.
New record: Sri Lanka. 

Figure 3 Pelicinus marmoratus Simon, 1892.
A. Male, Left palp, retrolateral view; B. Female, genitalia, dorsal view.

Scale bars = 0.1 mm (A–B)

Xyphinus Simon, 1893
Xyphinus baehrae Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014

(Figures 4–5)

Xyphinus baehrae Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014: figs. 57–60.

Type material. Not examined. Holotype. male (PBI_OON 00032630), Australia: Queensland, 
Mt. Molloy, 400m S 16º44'27", E 145º19'19", riparian/woodland, pitfall trap, summer 
1992/1993, leg. S. Barnett, Queensland Museum.
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Materials examined: 1♂ (IFS_Oon_280), Sri Lanka, Uva Province, Badulla District, environs 
of Kalupahana Village, pine forest, 820m, 6º44'58.5" N, 80º50'19.5"E, 02 January 2012, leg. S. 
P. Benjamin et al. litter.

Diagnosis: This species can be recognized by the reticulation of the carapace surface (Figure 
4C), males with microsculpture of palpal palp and female with a sclerotized arch and short 
posteriorly directed apodemes (Figs. 58c, 59h in Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014).

Description: Male. Body length: 1.68 (Carapace, L: 0.74, W: 0.60. Abdomen, L: 0.94, W: 0.58). 
Coloration: carapace usually orange-brown, sternum and mouthparts orange, abdominal scuta 
orange-brown, abdominal inter scutal region white and covered with setae, legs pale orange, 
palps orange, end part brown-black (Figure 4). Carapace broadly oval in dorsal view (Figures 
4A, C), strongly elevated in lateral view (Figure 4D), surface and sides strongly reticulate, lateral 
margin with sharply pointed denticles (Figures 4A, D). Clypeus: sinuous in frontal view (Figure 
4D). Chelicerae: slightly divergent, promargin with microsculpture (Figure 4D). Eyes: six, well 
developed, ALE largest, all circular, ALE separate from edge of carapace by their diameter, 
ALE and ALE-PLE separate by less than ALE radius (Figure 4D). Sternum: longer than wide, 
radial furrows in between coxae absent, surface smooth (Figure 4B). Abdomen: ovoid, dorsal 
scutum strongly sclerotized, cover full length of abdomen, no soft tissue visible from above 
(Figure 4A). Booklung covers large, elliptical (Figure 4F). Scuto-pedicel region with paired, 
curved scutal ridges. Postepigastric scutum with short posteriorly directed lateral apodemes 
(Figure 4B). Posterior spiracles connected by groove. Spinnerets scutum present (Figure 4E). 
Legs: spineless. Sperm pore: large, situated at level of anterior spiracular groove (Figure 4B).

Genitalia: Male palp of normal size, not strongly sclerotized, right and left palps symmetrical, 
trochanter normal size, unmodified, femur two or more times as long as trochanter, patella 
about as long as femur, with microsculpture on prolateral surface. Tibia two times as long as 
patella, with three trichobothria. Cymbium pale orange, ovoid in dorsal view, not fused with 
bulb, with two elongated, dark setae (Figure 5A) bulb yellowish, two times as long as cymbium, 
with several dark, sclerotized apophyses and membranous outgrowths (Figure 5A).

Distribution: Previous records: Australia, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand. New record: Sri Lanka.

SUMMARY
 Ten genera of Oonopidae are now known from Sri Lanka. All together 30 species are 
reported, 26 of them are endemic (Eichenberger et al., 2012; Grismado et al., 2011; Platnick 
et al., 2011; Ranasinghe & Benjamin, 2016 a,b).
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Figure 4 Xyphinus baehrae Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014. Male from Badulla, Kalupahana.
A. Habitus, Dorsal view; B. Same, Ventral view; C. Carapace, Dorsal view; D. Same, Anterior view ; E. 
Abdomen, Posterior view, F. Same, Lateral view. Scale bars = 0.5 mm (A–B), 0.2 mm (C–F).
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Figure 5 Xyphinus baehrae Kranz-Baltensperger, 2014. A. Male, Right palp, prolateral view; B. same, 
dorsal view. Scale bars = 0.1 mm (A–B).

REFERENCES
Álvarez-Padilla, F. and Hormiga, G. (2008). A protocol for digesting internal soft tissues and  
 mounting spiders for scanning electron microscopy. Journal of Arachnology, 35: 538-542.
Baehr, B. C. & Ubick, D. (2010). A review of the Asian goblin spider genus Camptoscaphiella  
 (Araneae: Oonopidae). American Museum Novitates, 3697: 1-65.
Benoit, P. L. G. (1979). Contributions à l’étude de la faune terrestre des îles granitiques de  
 l’archipel des Séchelles (Mission P.L.G. Benoit - J.J. Van Mol 1972). Oonopidae (Araneae). 
 Revue Zoologique Africaine, 93: 185-222.
Berland, L. (1942). Polynesian spiders. Occasional Papers of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum,  
 17(1): 1-24.
Brignoli, P. M. (1983). A catalogue of the Araneae described between 1940 and 1981. Manchester 
 University Press, 755 pp. 
Bryant, E. B. (1942). Notes on the spiders of the Virgin Islands. Bulletin of the Museum of  
 Comparative Zoology at Harvard College, 89: 317-366. 
Caporiacco, L. di. (1934). Aracnidi dell’Himalaia e del Karakoram raccolti dalla Missione Italiana 
 al Karakoram (1929–VII). Memorie della Società Entomologica Italiana, Genova, 13: 113-160.
Chickering, A. M. (1968). The genus Triaeris Simon (Araneae, Oonopidae) in Central America 
 and the West Indies. Psyche, Cambridge, 75: 351-359. 
Chickering, A. M. (1973). Notes on Heteroonops and Triaeris (Araneae; Oonopidae). Psyche,  
 Cambridge, 80: 227-229.
Dalmas, R. de. (1916). Révision du genre Orchestina E.S., suive de la description de nouvelles  
 espèces du genre Oonopset d’une étude sur les Dictynidae du genre Scotolathys. Annales 
 de la Société Entomologique de France, 85: 203-258.
Dumitrescu, M. & Georgescu, M. (1983). Sur les Oonopidae (Araneae) de Cuba. Résultats  
 des Expéditions Biospéologiques Cubano-Roumaines à Cuba, 4: 65-114.
Eichenberger, B., Kranz-Baltensperger, Y., Ott, R., Graber, W., Nentwig, W. & Kropf, C. (2012). 

Pelicinus and Xyphinus of Sri Lanka                 Ranasinghe & Benjamin

Indian Journal of Arachnology 5 (1-2)            77



Pelicinus and Xyphinus of Sri Lanka                 Ranasinghe & Benjamin

 Morphology of new Indian/Indonesian Gamasomorpha and Xestaspis species (Araneae: 
 Oonopidae). Zootaxa, 3160: 1-68.
Grismado, C. J., Deeleman, C. & Baehr, B. (2011). The goblin spider genus Aprusia Simon, 1893 
 (Araneae: Oonopidae). American Museum Novitates, 3706: 1-21.
Henrard, A. & Jocqué, R. (2012). An overview of Afrotropical canopy-dwelling Orchestina (Araneae, 
 Oonopidae), with a wealth of remarkable sexual dimorphic characters. Zootaxa, 3284: 1-104.
Karsch, F. (1881). Diagnoses Arachnoidarum Japoniae. Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift,  
 25: 35-40.
Kranz-Baltensperger, Y. (2011). The oonopid spider genus Ischnothyreus in Borneo (Oonopidae, 
 Araneae). Zootaxa, 2939: 1-49.
Kranz-Baltensperger, Y. (2014). The goblin spider genus Xyphinus (Araneae; Oonopidae).  
 Zootaxa, 3870(1): 1–79. 
Ott, R. & Harvey, M. S. (2008). A new species of Pelicinus from Barrow Island, Western Australia 
 (Araneae: Oonopidae). Arthropoda Selecta, 17: 81-85.
Platnick, N. I. & Dupérré, N. (2009). The goblin spider genera Opopaea and Epectris (Araneae, 
 Oonopidae) in the New World. American Museum Novitates, 3649: 1-43.
Platnick, N. I., Dupérré, N., Ott, R. & Kranz-Baltensperger, Y. (2011). The goblin spider genus 
 Brignolia (Araneae, Oonopidae). Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History,  
 349: 1-131.
Platnick, N. I., Dupérré, N., Ott, R., Baehr, B. C. & Kranz-Baltensperger, Y. (2012). The goblin 
 spider genus Pelicinus (Araneae, Oonopidae), Part 1. American Museum Novitates, 3741: 1-43.
Ranasinghe, U.G.S.L. & Benjamin, S.P. (2016a). A review of Sri Lankan Brignolia including the 
 description of four new species (Araneae: Oonopidae). Zootaxa, 4144 (4): 451-476. 
Ranasinghe, U.G.S.L. & Benjamin, S.P. (2016b). The Goblin Spider Genus Xestaspis in Sri  
 Lanka (Araneae: Oonopidae), Zootaxa. 4189 (1): 60-80.
Reimoser, E. (1933). Fauna Sumatrensis. Araneina. I. Systematischer Teil. Tijdschrift voor  
 Entomologie, 76: 396-400.
Saaristo, M. I. (2001). Dwarf hunting spiders or Oonopidae (Arachnida, Araneae) of the Seychelles. 
 Insect Systematics & Evolution, 32: 307-358.
Saaristo, M. I. (2010). Araneae. In: Gerlach, J. & Y. Marusik (eds.) Arachnida and Myriapoda  
 of the Seychelles islands. Siri Scientific Press, Manchester UK, pp. 8-306. 
Simon, E. (1882). Etudes Arachnologiques. 13e Mémoire. XX. Descriptions d’espèces et de genres 
 nouveaux de la famille des Dysderidae. Annales de la Société Entomologique de France,  
 2: 201-240.
Simon, E. (1884). Arachnides nouveaux d’Algérie. Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France,  
 9: 321-327.
Simon, E. (1892). On the spiders of the island of St. Vincent. Part 1. Proceedings of the Zoological 
 Society of London, 1891: 549-575.
Simon, E. (1893). Histoire naturelle das araignées. Roret, Paris 1: 257-488.
Suman, T. W. (1965). Spiders of the family Oonopidae in Hawaii. Pacific Insects, 7: 225-242.
Tong, Y. F. & Li, S. Q. (2014). A survey of oonopid spiders in Taiwan with descriptions of three  
 new species. ZooKeys, 396: 67-86.  
Wunderlich, J. (1987). Die Spinnen der Kanarischen Inseln und Madeiras: Adaptive Radiation,  
 Biogeographie, Revisionen und Neubeschreibungen. Triops Verlag, Langen, West Germany,  
 435 pp.
World Spider Catalog (2016). World Spider Catalog. Natural History Museum Bern, online at  
 http://wsc.nmbe.ch, version 16.5, accessed on {2016.12.01}.

Indian Journal of Arachnology 5 (1-2)            78

View publication statsView publication stats

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311649815

