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A case study on Vanda tessellatq (Roxb.) Hook. ex G. Don trade in Sri Lanka
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Vanda tessellata commonly known as Anuradhapura orchid, is an indigenous species occurrmg
in the dry and intermediate zones of Sri Lanka. It is protected under the Fauna and Flom

polymorphism. Population of Vandg tessellata has heavily declined within the last 20 years. Th
study was conducted with the objective of analyzing the magnitude and trends in the preses
trade of V. tessellata in Sri Lanka during the period of 2007-2018. Data were gathered at s
natural habitats, from the data bases of Sri Lanka Customs, Department of Wild Ior 8

Sri Lanka. Seven Illegal local sale sites have been detected and two local suppliers of V. tesselliz=u
have been identified. The law enforcement regarding the species is very poor. Results highligs
the importance of enforcing conservation measures by habitat protection, scientific study o=
unique germplasm of identified varieties of the species, which contain it's rich flos
polymorphism. Ex-situ conservation for uncommon colour varieties in protection of the Specass
1s recommended.
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