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Passage of plants acrosz geographical borders, aided bv man, became promunent about frve
centunes back. The European explorers were the key plavers mvolved mn the spread of flora and
fauna among different conbnents. Some of those histonical plant mivoduchons shaped
agnculture, forestry, and even the economies of recipient countnes. Illegal trading of plants has
now become a sigmficantfactor threateming biodrversity and 1s prohferating m hiediversitv-nich
counfries in many parts of the world especially Asia. 5n Lanka 15 an 1zland with very nch plant
diversity with nearlv 30% of the mdigencus flowenng plants enderme to the 1sland. There are
also many endermmic ptendophvtes and non-vascular plants. The most popular plant species
affected by illegal traffic in Sn Lanka at present are Gyrinops walla, Salacia reticulata and
Santalum album. There are also reported moidences of smugglng of spores of fems. Illegally
brought in plants are used as aquarmum plants while others are used m the cmmamental plant
mdustry, openly displaved and sold even though these are contraventions of the Fauna and Flora
Protechon Ordmance, Forest Ordinance and the Plant Protechon Act. Some of those plants
brought wathout following proper protocols have even become senouws mwvasive species
threatenmg mdigenous hodiversaty. Orchids are among the most vulnerable groups of plants
affected by 1llegal trading in Sn Lanka. As many of our orcluds are smaller epaphytes 1t 1= easier
to prepare them for i1llegzl export There are also some plants taken from natural habatats and
kept as collectors’ 1tems or for research. In some mstances, valnable indizenous plants have
been exported legally but with dehberate musidentification m the perout to provide them wnth
false names. Pnor to the exastence of the Convenhon on Biodivernity(CBD) there was almost a
free passage of plants and ammals between 511 Lanka and other counimes. Some of these stated
as matenal collected for scientific studies for work wath foreipn academuc msttutions have led to
biopiracy where products were developed from them but patented by those foreign mnstitutes
without due benefits to Sn Lanka. Thas study clearly shows that policies and measures to prevent
bioprracy and mmvasive species introductons through plant trade are wrgently needed.

Eey Words: [llegal mdigenous plant trade. biopwacy, imvasive species, Convention on Biological
Dhversity, 5n Lanka, Fauna and Flora Protechon Ordinance, Forest Ordmance

Cal Diversity



